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CATS
Another busy year for Laois SPCA when despite our helping with neutering costs there were still more unwanted kittens found abandoned or unwanted.
There were 522 domestic cats neutered entirely at our expense or subsidised by us plus 183 feral cats neutered under the TNR scheme. The total of 705 was an increase of 105 over 2016.
167 cats were rehomed in 2017, an increase of 34 over 2016.
Unfortunately with an increase in rehoming and neutering comes an increase in expenses and in 2017 nearly €20k was spent on neutering cats alone. This figure would have been much higher without the cooperation of the vets in Laois who reduced their charges to enable good offers to be made available several months in the year.
So many cats came in to our care with injuries or sickness which added to the usual vet bills for vaccinations, deworming, etc. and these fees amounted to nearly €17k.
We were please to see that the Veterinary Council of Ireland amended their cat neutering policy to advise that feral and rescue cats be neutered from 8 weeks of age and owned domestic cats from 16 weeks of age provided all are healthy. Unfortunately some vets still will not neuter until 6 months and this leads to more unwanted kittens as by this age many females are already pregnant.



DOGS
Unfortunately we cannot take into care and rehome as many dogs as we would like because of a shortage of fosterers. Priority has to be given to dogs involved in road traffic accidents where no owner comes forward and then we will take dogs from Laois pound whenever possible. 18 dogs were rehomed in Ireland and 7 transferred to rescues in the UK where we know their rehoming criteria and welfare are similar to ours. It is sad that we cannot rehome Irish dogs in Ireland but an increasing number are being sent from all areas of Ireland to rescues in UK, Sweden, German, Italy and other countries.
Sending dogs abroad adds to the cost of rehoming as they all have to have passports and rabies injections as well as microchips, be neutered and other veterinary treatments, also the cost of transport is often met by us.
The cost of neutering dogs last year was €8565 and general expenses for dogs €8k which covered   micro chipping, vaccinations and some expensive operations for broken legs etc.
OTHERS
Unfortunately we are unable to deal with complaints regarding horses as we do not have stabling, horsebox or sufficient knowledge of equines so any problems with horses are passed to the Department of Agriculture Helpline.
We have taken in several stray rabbits and a couple of guinea pigs, all of which were neutered before going to their new homes.
CHARITY SHOP
Our shop continues to be our main source of income and despite a lack of volunteers to help out it still brings in income thanks to the management of Geraldine and her few trusty volunteers.
We are grateful to the Department of Agriculture for their ex-gratia payment again for 2017 but this covers less than a quarter of our expenditure and the balance has to come from fundraising which, besides the shop income, comes from donations from people adopting animals, several people who kindly run events during the year to help, donations from the public and events such as our annual bucket collection. For the last 2 years our expenditure had been greater than our income so those amounts have had to be taken from the small balance we have accrued in previous years. However this cannot continue as this balance is nearly gone so if we are to continue taking in injured animals and running neutering schemes we need to raise more money and are therefore looking to the public of Laois to come forward with some new ideas.
The lost and found Face book page is well used, appreciated by most and abused by a few. Some refuse to microchip their dogs or give them a collar with ID or neuter their animals and then wonder why they run off. Despite our advice we find the same dogs out wandering time and time again, however we are successful in reuniting many escapees with their owners.
 Of course the society would not exist without the people who foster both dogs and cats in their own homes or work in the shop to provide the income and most of all thanks must go to my fellow directors who at times are under a great deal of stress trying to fulfil several roles at the same time and for whom additional support is desperately needed.
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